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Qtt 1.2. 1949 1 by order o f the HQ. Mr Soheuriag 
interviewed me and asked me, as former Chief of Staff of the 
General Inspection of the Latvian Legion to prepare far the HQ the 
history of Latvian Military Units In Second World War.- 

1 am very sorry that during ay detention as prisoner 
of war my diary is being lost. 

There are very few documents and written materials at 
my disposal and the time granted me for the performance of my task 
Is too short to procure some detailed Information from my 
oolleoges in the office and In the field. I have put down my 
memoirs mostly from memory and it is possible that, there have 
happened .some mistakes regarding dates and figures. 




It is universally known that the 3 Baltlo States: i 

Satonla, Latvia and Lithuania, were oooupled,, contrary 'fyo inter- 
national La w in June 1940 by the Soviet Union, and were in- 
corporated into the .Soviet Union. Immediately' after the Occupation 
there began an indisoribable terror, oppression of personal 
: V' . liberty, as well as of economic activity. An outsider wbo'Jhaa not ! 

experienced this personally might not bo able to understand it. 

1 do not regard it hoeeesary to lay down details of this Regime 
• of' Terror because they have boon elucidated well enough' in. the V ‘ ... 

international press. Of course thl3 inhuman terror has created 
j- • -i; simultaneously a secret movement of reels tends in. the Latvian 

\ people. Many persons wars compelled, in order to csoape pej-aecution 
especially after the mass deportation on June 13/14, 1941 of '. 

Latvian o it 1 sens of all elaaaes and professions; to hide izj! 

forests and moors. They were mostly members of tho army, police, 

and of the home guard of the former Latvian Republic, who Wero 

bo img struck most heavily by the bolehevistio terror. When on 

22.6.1941 a war between Germany and tho Soviet Union broko looao, 

the Latvi on' people longing for liberty end independence, regarded 

this 'moment welcome to frtSi? lteolf from tho bblaheviertio 

supremacy.- Patriots idio bad flod into forests and moors bogan ; 

an enthusiastic struggle against the hated occupational power. 

' Thus began an essential guerilla movement under leadership of 
officers of the former Latvian Army. The Latvian population ' 1 

hoped, after the advancement of tho (Jarman Army to see tho 
. resurrection of their indepedance. Indeed', in the first days of 
tho advancement of the German Army into Latvia this Army "*• 

demonstrated a seeming bonevoleneo towards the aspirations of 
ths Latvian people. Its members entered into eontaot with ‘ 

Latvian guerillas and formed in many places of tho liberated 
areas along with Gorman "Comraandantures" also Latvian ones and 
appointed as their Chiefs mostly officers of the guerilla 
movement. 

In addition to be ..task of olearlng of the territory 
of soattered soldiers of the Bed Army, thosci " oommsndatur a e * \ 

I / provost- marshal a/ had tasks only of upkeeplhg order, usually , 

' . performed by polios force. V 
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this benevolent attitude of Germans was however not 
of long duration. 4a soon as the "Chief of the SS and Polios" 
/33 ml Poliselfflhrer/ for Latvia arrived in Riga in mid-July, 
a reorganisation of the- Latvian Polioe force began. It wua 
strongly f orbidden to wear uniforms of the f ormcr Latvian 
Republic, the existing Latvian command entur as were trasformedt 
in larger oities Prefectures were established, and in rural 
districts List riot polioe boards were set up* the Latvian 
Polioe were charged only with polioe duties as fixed in the 
existing laws. 




Besides this police foroe consisting of individual 




auxiliary polloeaen were changed with such duties in rural 
districts, the so-called auxiliary policemen of the group "C" 
were recruited from aahng the members, of the Home -Guard of the 
former Latvian Republic, they 'continued to do their usual work 
and were called forward only in oases of nee, o.g. for short- 
termed wa oilmens sorloe, actions against bandits etc. 



I 



then Late in the autumn in 1941 the German advance in 
Russia stoppad and the Germane turned to trench warfare they 
began to put Latvian police units in action, although the latter 
had enlisted only for polioe service and only in the_hoo£-£ 0 }jntr 2 . 
Sveryman at his enrolment in. the polioe foroe Sad to sign an 
obligation for one -year. But whan after the lapse of this term 
the persons enlisted wanted to resign their post in the police 
foroe, it appeared that according to an order of the highest 
Leader of the S3 and the Polioe in Oetland 33-Gruppenfdhrer and 
General of the Polioe Jeokeln they were regarded as bound for 
military service till the end of tho war. These unlawful measures 
of the Germans created great embitterment among the local 
population and resulted in dlsparitlon of many. members of these: 
polioe unite. Such persons were now regarded by German 
Authorities as deserters and were court-martialed as such bv the 
Germans. Many of them were eentenoed to doath and their number 
was not inconsiderable. They were granted no lenience although 
they were no soldiers. As time passed the Gorman East front 
required reservo forces in growing number. How the Germans 
encroached also on the auxiliary policemen of the group C. These 
persons who had enlisted themselves only as polloeaen in extra 
ordinary oases and only in nearest vicinity of their homos, were 
already in the second half of the year 1942 formed in units and 
brought to Leningrad for trenoh- digging, then they were oallod 
forward they were promised to remain there only 6 weeks, never- 
theless this promise was not kept by the German authorities too. 
After the digging of trenches they were not discharged but were 
caused to take part in action in that same place. This behavior 
of the Germans caused still greater embittermont the more so 
because it was the oholoe part of Latvian population that, had 
volunteered for the auxiliary polioe servioe, such as farm- _ 
owners, dairy manager q, touchers, notaries eto. Aftor their 
departure here respective rural districts booame unsafe and the 
farms were often viotima of thefte and robberies. Soparate 
bolahevlst guerillas also made tho distriots, devoid of solf- 
n protection, unsafe. Such wore the conditions in Latvia In 
1942/43 when the great ture in the warfare on the Bast ern front f 
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owing to the German oataotrophc at Stalingrad, took place . 

Ua 18.2.1943 the German Minister for Propaganda 
QOobbols pronouncod at the Sportg&aoo in Berlin his well 
known 10 questions to the German people, and extorted from the 
German people. the answer that they wished a total war* In 
accordance with the plan of total warfare the 3 Baltlo States 
had also to be involved. ' She Gormans planned to enlist for 
action and also for ancillary sbrvioe for the troaps. But aa 
among "the Latvian people there reigned already a deep, 
embitterment against the German occupation policy, there was 
no prospect that the Latvian people might voluntarily take • 
part at a tojfeal warfare. Por this reason -the German, occupation 
power resolved 'to effectuate a compulsory mobilization. She 
•order of Adolf Hitler a a of 10.2*43 regarding the formation of 
h. Latvian SS voluntary Legion must be inter alia regarded ag 



tha first measure towards realisation of this plan /v. Annex l/. 

this order was a total surprise. As far as I' am 
informed on the part of Latvians no offer regarding the 
formation of. a Legion or something of this kind has ever been 
mads. 

notwithstanding many protests and objections of the 
Latvians against the nomination "Voluntary" and especially 
against the subordination of - the Legion under the Naffen SS 
which elreumstonoes, as it is to be seen, from my statement is 
not conforming to be. real state of matters* the Germans stuck 
to their reeolutlon and to the official denomination; "Latvian 
38 Voluntary. Legion". 

She word "voluntary" has been chosen by the Germans , 
on purpose with the aim to vail their action of compulsory 
recruitment is contrary to the 1st exnational Law.. . ' 

As regards -the .subordination under the S'S and . 
consequently the nomination S3 Itself these aotlona. were a 
purs formal matter. Latvians, being oit.lzena of the Latvian 
Republic, and they regard themselves aa snob up. till now, 
could not bo compulsorily incorporated into the German “Vehr- 
mabhtV On the other hand tha German were not willing- to grant 
tha Latvian Legion an Independent command • 

1° they did not trust Latvians* 

2« this might h'o Interpreted aa recognition -of Latvia .aa 
a sovereign state; 

(Thus, the expedient the formal subordination under a 
military organization outside the Vehrmacht- and such was the • 
ihffen S3* 

As regards the conception of life and political creed 
the -Legion had nothing in common with Hationalsoolalism. No 
member of the Latvian Legion has even beep member of the 
National socialist Party or of its numerous organizations} for 
this reason oould’nt he belong to the Waffea SS 1 either* 

No member of the Legion had an S3 number, contrary to 
the genuine members of the S3. There was no education or. 
oourses on national socialist linos or similar to -such. Aa -, 
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generally taoim the Nazism and the *affea 38 renounced 
religion and Church.* On tho contrary the Church was highly -a 
In honour in the legion* 3a oh unit had its protest ant or 
oatholio padre* ' 

It ouet bo mentioned in addition that, the formula of 
oath of tho Latvian Legionaries was fundamentally different ' 
an oofrpared to the formula of path pf the Waffen S3* The 
Latvian legionaries tooJc their’ oath "in the n ftmo of God* and 
pledged obedience to the highest commander of the German •* 
Wthrmaoht only incite strife against bolshevism /v^Annax 2/* 




•>.«».« «J5*EStrKs 

Iiegloa were Instead of 83 badges, thelir own national- badges* 
either the old. Latvian role a /Id Latv. Divi slaty or the badge 

g tho former Latvian Army "the rising sun" /l5 .Latv.DiviBion/ 
e Latyian legionaries, were beside* on their right upper arm 
Latvian national dolours with tho. inscription *LATVUA" • 



• She Germans also repeatedly pointed out that we 

Latvians are no SFn*, but only loglonaries. or, as they were, 
.later called officially "Waffen-Grenadiere” in accordance with ~ 
ad order of the S3 HQ the legi&nariea were even prohibited' to . 
wear the badges of the Waffen S3. Also the denomination of 
ranks of the Latvian Legion wad different from. that of the 
waffen. 88* Denominating the ranks of the gez&lhe faff en 33 the 
letters S3 always preceded the name of' the rank, e.g. ”33 
DntersoharfBhrer n , *83 Haupt aturrafflhrer" etc* On tho contrary 
the name of the rank of a legionary was always preooded by the 
word< "Legions”! "Legions- Schtqrfdhrer" , "Leglonastandarten— » 
fflhrer", afterwards ”?laf fea-Soharf dhrer " , "Waff enunterfflhrer 
etc /v. Annex 3/. At inner cbomnni cation of the Latvian Legion 
the ranks were' always denominated in accordance with the- • 
d en o minat ion of the" former Latvian Army, e.g. pulkv-edis - 
/Latvian, for colonel/ , Kapteinis /La tv. for captain/ eto. . 

She Members of the Latvian Legion were addressed by the members 
Of the Vehruaoht also with the denomination of the rank in the 
Latvian Army, but hot with that of the Waffen 38. 

It was already in the second half of February of 1943 
that the Commissary General of Latvia. Dr.Dreohaler had given " 
orders to the Labour Boards to start preparations for •• 
ednsdrlptlon of the youths bornl919-1924.' Ihia order wad: based 
Oh the decree of the Mlniatar for Oooupiod Territoriea as from 
£9*12.1941 regarding Universal diri.otion to labour in the 
occupied B astern oountries. These <> annual seta coniprlaeda • 
qupta of 50.000 men. According to ;he decree of the. Garmon 
oooupatlonal power 25.000 of these conscripted mon had $.0 be * 
enlisted into the German Wehrmacfct as auxiliary volunteers 
Zaiwi - HilfaWillige/, 15.000 were to be enllstdd into this 
Latvian Legion to be newly set Up and 10.000 were to. be di^e.otM 
to labour , mostly., into the Organis vtion Sodt. . . 

. Ott the pirt of Latvians a strong protest was submit-: 
ted, against these deoreea issued li contradiction to the 
International Law in general) in pvrticular objections were 
made agaiinst the Inadequate oompuluory quota to be oonaorlpted. 
nevertheless the occupational auth< ritjies insisted on the 
effectuation of this conscription “ J .n the form made out by ‘ these . 
authorities. 
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. thereupon the- Latvian invitation* in order to- keep aloof 
fwa Jkraa& enr alins and ln order to effectuate that the notions 
Of the Latvian Legion were limited -to the task' of def ehdihk : . 

^atvintt have j^ropoanded the' following deqfehdbt 

&••*.•> V • • l. Jbe Livleian to be set up. is under oonnand only of 

.Latvian Officers. ’ Tho Commandant ie to be 'the -Latvian 
. ;J?ptir.ed Odhdral- BQiigersicis /a truaty poinnnnder oi the . 
•V- ‘*i** '(49'- units 'in- ihe^'SsariBt Suasion Art^ lh 

-4‘ .Itep'-l Sodd flhr 'and several times Mihietor^f'-facr : 6t ;■■■'. • 
''^^jpbrttfer ‘Latvian hepublib/. • f> -;V ■'••'•<. -; v - . 



training, is to; talcs place : 

$»bofc 6 .months and the LiVibioi' m^ ;t? 

'..^S^geme duly ah ploped wf^ta^ ani-h.*- 

^5r-.* v ft * ,$&»<#£• a ; otion - dnlythe oorthaectionof' the,'- ; 

i?3c biers presented ih, •aajitdn* :bjf ftha'. jiaiariahj.'; 

©. . %‘fi'r-' ; :d^.<cta^-_. td Ifce .BaiohekooHiisar • &P - thh 'JMw - • 

&4 'jbWtdlhg^ttae : -ihtwraediary • df ' V • 



*&/*':*: :. 
nr : <tl . -..: 

&&&.*. 



mm 



b »er?i3>rtgha;d.no interest ta have suoh b'large military 
Division 4** under*, purely .Latvian rodicraand* : ji '.wha .-. '.-• 
to. aee all higher .-pOyraandihg post, Qdeaplp'd'by •. '.Xf 

I AOMB. mVa olmni -AUi/ «* ' _ £*Jvi - TjCi M M:" '' 



ISie .aiittpls- read<5p, ^for .tjiijfi : 

v .r.AV- , v. ! V. * . 

1^. yj -*** ^ ••■ :j • *• — ■■ - L-*'- a! ■ ■» '-•>*•*.- .v-* ?• -S V-',’ 



’3§W$ : - *kX.: : X< ’.:. MeaaiSbild thd'..Geimdhb 'bph4ihu^--'iia K ‘. ■?'%•' 

/oh^#^^j^;-bev.= : -‘ r *.; '" , ^Tr ‘* X, ?•;<;:;■ 'k 

''£* 'Whi^y;.'i943-»\>y orier. bl -^--r: 

' ^Mb^^'ffepraltintf Leipot. /6S Braatzkomniando/ imfor/ fha : \X>:X 






waa; i^: palnoipj,a, hga&4*t the 



|*^v- 

fe. J- - V-. 



9h8^,yonveati-<m and-. .1*4. order'-t®' diyeV; .ih bf , the--o«ter' : torn Vft :? ■ 
of Vid#i3.ivtiofc, ' the. 

conaaription.- it9.d^- ; wtta’'hfej^'-'-do}j^ 
Staidxv.d.dMtn^ting Ibp5t.''-5ha«. the' Cobheiar'ipte''d>-'j^ • 






;h£«drVf. ^tobniitinn^ Lepdt.'-JChla the' s ;hrei9tppa^^l^^^iau#( 

' p». ^'e^boiaiVlity;. to ’- thopie th'e'.boV ? of • --eu, r-: ia* '^t^'hdimiaJt'' .- 
^ faw'attt^r ^e^ifew -^ the PphBojlpted.'bilgV heA- fitefc-i 
.^aVbjfity . of;, ohoio© , ••' fhebonecription for 'aUr^Ci 
5 »*hbf -.«?-. enrolsvtr.did'not . take ?lao'e - V*BhVkMfeShah^V>^H‘^' 
■ by 4b^h.ai'/thP:- odhaoriBtldh.pf tjuae 'S mms&fto&W-ryitt** k-y* ’•’• 



pkptjWpted tilX inth a- 



1945/ and 



h' 'tlxo' skdLzj^'' ‘ ; ' 



: • fixifi huober- 'of 'the enrolment rogulied- -at th'e : giveh^-mp^aht i ; thv' 'X'j. %*?• 
:'\>oaa«*'th.«n/-the oh.oice;of 'the klhd bf 'pnliatmeht; wVi'^pipaaiiblbMV 
•. -the, oonaor lpted waa -not jfranted, this po#ei^|lity> : he warn .«**:>.-• -u : 

.-.. . listed by Ihe rocruitihg' bdard only 'on the at're^-th-'. jrf -the 
r Ifitae 1 # itatod by . the: Eoorj4tir« board^,-5h' opd:d.on 
\ 10 v OQO‘ hep- to be oalind- ' forwards for, were p lflj^ ,^ : y * 



:?-'%iS.r •-uv'.^r-'^'- - ••-' .:. ','•". -. -"-.a . , •'•"'• /'•' 

^ls^?3..;r-A:;K ■ ... .-- ,..- - .. . '■ ... - 



n- 'to be oaiind- f orwSvi 1 . f Pf 1 . 4^bo^ wore' , 

.. '■ "•'. ,f^^-V*' r Nv'.!}.v v . *• • ..->a w v;. / 
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onljr to .cambunage^ the compulsory* oonsofiptioh these annul 
r *^T^. r ? r ndll-tary purposes. The enrolment began la the- < • 

; ot the month of March. 1943. By -25. 3.1943 the \ 

IMft lOOO-aea weremobillzed end enlisted into tho,Leglom. ... . 

after their alothihg and their taking thO'oalui 
these men were , sent without any t« ^h. m ^ i>y 

1 r?°*9€ r ^*l nos the 'Latvians were informed that by order of 
^* 48. gQ beeides the Division now lh- being another Latvian 

• Brigade Is to he set-up. This is going to he done by way of 
diehandaent of the’ 2^. jBS Brigade and' by setting-up n-hew' ■ • 

• Wt*|an brigade td replaoe it 4 Tor this purpose the Latviah Homs 
• Oaajpa Battalions being already in action in the north section 

Pf this front reinforce)! by a reserve out of the Conscripted .. 
1919-1924 annual Cats were to be, used. 

Simultaneously with the conscription of the annual * ' 

; sets of- 1919-1924 there were mobilized also the. necessary-. 

Officers of older ahnuplt sets. The mobilisation of officers - 
. did not take plaoe according to their belonging to consecutive 
annual sets, but' 'individually, because also ofxloer* of highsr 
:• raphs and consequently of higher age, then the annual .sets . • 
fifdd for mobilization. were required. The setting up of the 
■ gashed Xatvlsn Division had- to be put- in effect by a< -German.. 

- Stuff for this' purpose. But 'soon after the beginning of the: 
drawing up It appeared that the S3.HQ. was .not inclined to . 
entrust the hommand of this Division to Latvians. The setting , 
jip of the* staff of the' Division was oanOelled and the German * - 
Staff ‘barged. with the betting up or the Division was..-- 
'appointed. the: staff of the Division. This new German, deceit 
3bd,tbe breach of .the Jgiiren preoiae tjxat -the mobilized^ mao, •!... 

4 would-be sent^to the front only after a thorough^raining at •: 

. hone lasting 6 months: /the . sending into action Of the .uh- ' . 
trained! .1000 meh on-. 30. 5.1943/ had paused great indignation in 
:• ail 'olaSses of the population, the consequsnoep.of which were 
diffioult to assess. )•'*' v,/!.";-.-. 

After .difejrbhi combinations on .the part of Germans 
the. following way- out was found. Basing on the prospeort that 
Latvian Legion is. going to oonOist ini fixture not/one -division . '. 

216 00 Wary Xo have a Latylan Inspecxtor -* General wio in* own 
Cass' -wfthoht epamanding power ought inspect both Latvian 
. unit s -and .bring to "the knowledge of higher Germanoownending 
authorities the interests of the" units. Then on 39.4.4-3 ' .. 

'. General . hehgeraklsi hominated to bo the Coonlander of the s-'. 
div! wion , was Appointed Inspector- Gen era.' of the Latvian 
Legion, ilthbpgh the Inspector General ei ibodied theLegion./- ... \ 

:• hotbittatmdiiM^this tho scope of his ta^k* remained in-fact i. ; 

: very limited and vogue. Up to the day of capiiiuatian'of^ <v,. 
Germany he hod not yet. received any. olearfy outlined. fcuMkjf.-V • 
wbfbrfnee. ' v '.. . v !.- ' 



• Ublonel Silgailis,theproepoctlve I Staff. Officer 
Of the. Division was appoitftod Leader of Iifsntry of ..the, ... v . 
Division. The latter also, although pffio: ally, recognised 
superior of all . Latvians of the Division, had nC commanding. • 
poprsp and whs in fact only liaison between the unit and the 



super! 



Commander of iheDivision on one .side and the Upit and the . 
Inspeotor General on the other. Sinos his appointment as • 
Leader *of the lnfmctry of the 15 .Latvian llvision the scope 



- r-\ 



of.hia off ieial activity covers only the oohoorns of the ~ ' 
Division till 'the date of .. 7. 7.44 wheh'.h’e was- transferred to • 
the , Inspection 'General as Chief of ±t e Stof f v Consonantly I, • 
Colonel Silgallld an not fully acquainted i*i;th the events at f 
hone' and .in the Staff of the Inspection Gen oral in that, interval- - 
'•of ,ti»e.; ' ' '• •••".•.’ 1 . " 

. The setting up of the Division materialized .relatively . 

slowly. fhete. was., short ago .of accomodation, space, bibthing * 
ammunition, and also of training personhal. Thi. enlistment of; the 
annual sets .cdhspriptad in Mapoh 1943 tookpldoe,-- ae already 
mentioned, ba degrees and protracted itself till late, in autumn 
1949 * .fed Division, was charged besides with the task of • . . V, : 

training of.;the reserve for the- Latvian Brigade; •'Af tne loss or r; .. 
the Brigade in action attd.by desertion wale vefy high in aUqiaar ! 
andautnmal943,the Division hadalyrays to oeda the hehiy 
trained manto the Brigade* The result of this was. that the ... 
Division? after training ' during 6 months was itself not sufficient- 
ly trained and bane into aotldn hot folly' fitted out and because 
of. this had ? |iM grpat number of unnooeseary. oaroaltf.es. ' 

' addition to this i might state, that during the . ;. 
training' df ihe^Divisioh all ita members wore being’ tattooed, by 
order of ’the hommhnd hf.'tbe Division, under’ the left armpit,. -4 
with the aigns of their blood-group. These tattoo- marks -are being 
regarded. by-’ Allied Authorities quite unfoundodlyaa a proof that ? 
the bearer belongs to th9 natioMlspcihLiStlc Saffen-rSC* The -<'^ : v- ; ?’ 
tattooing fiaa been administered as a preventive measure in ! 
oases of {S^rd wduhd s requiring immediate transfusion -of-. blood * 1 
In Oirchhstanoas not. permitting a preliminary blood test Those 4 v 
tattooing, sere hot Vdmlni stored to all unit s of 'the Divisianand- ■■ 
to all troops. Of the Legion. Thus e.g. therlatvlan Brigade *. ! «v 

/afterwards i9th Latvian pivision/ vhidh inuntOTruptedly , 

in- action has act <hejqaa tattooed at: all. To my knowledge ala® "the; 
detained in ^onoantration camps .have bean tattbood . with, sighs V •: 
of their bloodgroups. . • 

. . .. then towards -the end of 1943 this annual setedraftsd in..;-.:' 
Kerch were 'S^hausted and the.Sastexh f ronthad boen withdrawn .. 
near the boundaries of Latvia; the Commissary General* • .pf -.I „ 
Dfeohsler, decreed a genei^ mbbilisation. / • • • v». V'.-;.- 

*-'fhe Inspector General, of the Latvian £egibtt.'Wh - opi^s^; 
slonnod with ;the technical execution of. the n^lii^atd-ai^.-'rar 
this.purpoae an ebrblmont boar d denominated efcrw^sl&raaOttdsK 
Xettland* had been established. This cuaxoltaent obard 'Saa' . *• ; 
dlgpptly subordinated; yaderthe Brsatzinspeotiba Osi^and. . x Tne' 
hupkqat leader pf .tha SS and Polioe for , Ostland • ObOrgruppeaf < 

fww''«^'-'.fe^eral:'-.4w • Polisei Jeokeln was -Chief '.o£;ths>JJraat*$'4,': - 
inspektlbh Ostlohd) he controlled all mattera.regarding ' t ; - ; ' 

formation of Military reserves. 

After pro traeted deliberation General- Bangerakls : 

aooepted i this responsible task* V 

Se .aohbpted it in .order to protect .his' fell ! - 
oountryman against enaroaohmaBits of Gej^onS • 1 Oelhg to his "v. 
Intervention tdie Germans did 1 not suooed : t° utilisa'-the Datviah 7 ". 
manpower fbr. their desperate struggle up to iOO]^ Th'n IhhMhtjprvi . 
General did his best to brake the drafting.- ih aUtiuijm 1944 7...' ' 
refused to take part at any further draftings. This was the oatibe, 
of repeated' outbursts of.' rage on the part German Authorities , ' , 









• fl «• 



/b*4Ph« ?/• The gaaeifra dm of tils work has alWayebean to 
preeetve I*atVian men. for. his people, and to bring about that the . 

Optaaanding authorities involved Into the. straggly as 
fwLatviena units aa .possl.blo> 

fi'i® panose was rserVed also by the sotting up aear' Ihorti of a •: 
BeSerra Depot /montloned below/ which had to prevent the Latvians 
displaced -to Germany, to, b# sent to the front. Ho doubt that he 
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would have • beau removed from his post by the Germane and . 
impxiaorinedinto a concentration oarap It they had ; npt to. 
consider the personal popularity of general Barigorakle. with the - 

/• . i;'.-.-. 

• ~:f.- l ew hot familiar with the details of the. .execution ; 
of draftings, as I was. at the front. I know only, he much that-.v 
in. :.wfnte£ 1949/44. shAn the centre- of gravity of the straggle at'/ 
the dest ten front moyed to the north section, of this front' and *. 
'y^ 'aertjiahs were- compelled to .withdraw their tvoxft ■ from L splngr afl 
fan'- Wara^jluS'sa : a great - excitement spread through ^MtylaVaS.js'. 
':^hulf -'of ;.thfs:-' a oonscription of several annual sets was- decreed . ; 
'*lt^/^e’:p(in' 9 Bs. ,«f>ettihg up of Latvian Prontier Gnard Begimejrle 
'^-;Mc:-<^argsd' -alibi the task- to -defend the, fi*ojd.feyeofIhtiria. ••'. 
^^' ; 'j^a^7^aft«h'thdiE. : formation, the frontier dhard-.^^imah&l- . 
Safe- disbanded and their manpower transferred as reserve toth® 
,«^M-:ai<cthe froht;. ; rfc^ whidarinuid;^ 

mobilised. for this purpose. Anyhow among them iwehe • jwrsoan^io®- 



fc^QiSadi for. thiS: purpose.. Anyhow. among them ,;wehy •jperspha^^- ;;*> 
rath^ adyanood hge. As ohoh as l oan recollect there ware! Rafted . 
'.e£fi<s4irs^ , :bo,m•..lB8♦.^8hdVai^* , ' add former h»o«o?s. birn 3 & 2 - ^sbw'V!'.V^ 
.after. These conscript ions f orthe ’defence' of .^htfebrh,^lh'-?'!>!:.v . • ., 

apfiiig |&44 were the last mass conscriptions.! Aithd^ itt:l9A4f 
wsire~,a*afted. the <7naual:sota 1925^1926 were drafted as reserve 
,|^'-'1wO^; a XSMr^&--^Ti5^cn. < \’- f ./> .£''jv' : 

; ' -in epriag 1944 the latvian Brigade... wae/trasfofoed . 

3gBfP '. 'stmilef ' to. the already, existlhg l5 Lfctv. .. v. r v . 
fl#£si'oh''ahi! received .the! number 19 * The -off iiidv dAnooinstianw ■;*; *•'■.• 
jhiciSishS'efsre newt * ; - ; v . 

19 Waffen Uroiadier Division .der -Ms?. 

;&'.. Severe "battie. of 'retreat in ju&^l^iv.ths'' " 

^t Xatrian Myiaictt''had'/’''vary «p:e.at number of --naStawf e^ : ^irtl9s ; • . '.* 
--'haa- to be wlthdraymi from the frbj^./for' thd. 
ji®f«Sf^df;:ltSvrsrte)Mshment'ana retraining it .ltd*- trai^.o»rsd'-:.-. ; ". : '.- ' 
soothe i'drlll'! grouttdVWestpriisBia inf Sarmany .- ' Thief liVi'si^/'yas" 'hht. • 
?yet'- sdf^qi«i>.ly' trained end equipped ■ when it vas-fagaln sent .to > .,' r 



S ffneah - SSihemflmde' tip .evade •*ths. -hda siatt' wfbir^emen'tiv: -? .r 
I'pi^isfmwttstfatiohs' -of the lhtoestion v d«{U rdl t^f DiSiii^b 
bcihg''fit.:;fof : battle* -was aSht - to trenolf bfrll dirig neam- 



.dtfwding^pbSitloh c to -ths aast^ ofvBsxll|n.thi^liylSC9 -..df^^ 
ord a hut marohed on ‘her !'<>wn ddohnst 't^thh 
■■ west- m; /Crd<»r;,tq su*eader:.:.the Allied ’fajstarn : ?ow«rei iithoagh 7 
$£*7 "h i^Wads fthe'^egiment ‘WOO »ed'Sa!.oh'.'OT^194$. 

'*!*? dh Ambridan f .?«nt '-lihe. at Hagdehurg end foluhtsxy,-,*p! 7 fv.-: .-*... 



,.-V : ■ ' 









K 



J 



r *t\y> - 9.- .. . ' - •' 

surrender 'their arms. Hie remaining unite of the 15 .Division; 

'■■■ also. began on their ownaocount in the end of April a march tp 
tho irent' and. surrendered 'to the Postern- Allies in -the vicinity, .... 

• of aohwerla. ; * : • 

>Qxo 19. Latv. Division rbmainod in aofiioa in Courland 
/Latvia/ tilT the capitulation of Germany, I 09 not informed. V 
/about Its fhte after that. .>• . i; . 

- regards the fats- of tho pblioe battalions 1 

.- mentioned above,- some of them were already in Spring 1943 

eohodi ed into the Latvian Brigade as skeleton units.- Later also' 
sorao individual battalions were. returned, thanks to mediation ... 

. of Inspector General of the Latvian. Legion* from the front t6 
their home country. from'the remainder there were set., op 
■ 5 Poiioe.Begiments, they cans to the front individually and^wero 
subordinated to 'deroan Units. Their rennant's. were transferred to .. 
deroanyin autumn 1944. The younger pen were sent tov'resorye.../ . 
depots for trehoh . discing work, but .the older wore discharged ad 
. unfit for military servlSe. 

* dll remnants of difforeat unite transformed to. Gitooany 

' were sent -to. Reserve, depot whiohbogan to build trenches in the V 
area of thorn. They were organized in- construction regiments 
/Baurog iaent/. The skeleton of .those regiments 'consisted bf •;= 
oonstfuotlon hatallione set up in Augusybaptembcr -1944 in Latvia 
.out of inmates of oonbontratloh camps and priaone.Theywore - 
mostly- deserters-, of different units . of .the. Legion. In such manner 
more tban ; :4060 wera enrolled /t. Ann exes 6.7- and 8./- During the 
Russian pffenslvfc liWanuary 1945 thelield Hesorve.Depot Was 
-. withdrawn to the*a£e& of Stot-tin end aguin . charged with ' ':/■ ■ 
oonatffUotipn of trenches, from'.thore by the aid. of April 1945 ' 

. these Regiments began tneir retreat to the west and surrendered 
vpluntarily to the Allied Western Powers in the area, of Sobwerih 
and Visuar. 



were formerly found fit for work only /^av" - arbcitbverwdndbar/ 
or conditionally fit for service' /b 'A' v" bodingthriegeverwend- 
box/ , were now belng drafted as anoillOry personnel of the Air*' 
force /Khis^ihelfer dor Luftwaffe/* All these men. were transport-, 
ed .to .Germany and enlisted in tho AirPoyoo ns ground personnel 
for airfields. ~ > •••. ;• 

• In addition to .that it oust be' pointed -out that- 



- • In addition to .that it must be -pointed -out that- 

Vesldss.the already .mentioned, units belonging to the Legion the 
Latvian male youth born 1927 was dr afted inJiug uat/Septerribcfr 
1944. fts anoillary personnel, for the'Air force. These -youths . . . 

ware not draft ed by tho District Recruiting Boards . under control 
of. the. inspector (J/moral of the -Latv. Legion. 1 cannot * reinembor 



fho hM sffeoted. jUie . drafting, -and who haa'deoreed it. . : 

. ; : /As: rag aids the Staff of the Inspection; General, : 

itself., it. wab transferred to Danzig in October 1944v There , 
ramainad in Cpurlanb only a small working .staff .of the .Inspect 
General up till the . German oapitulati on; On April 1 - 29 *1945 the 
Inep&otor, General issued his last order of- the. d£y which 

r claimed tha dlsbai dmen; of the Latvian Legion and Commended 
the units to suyrsidef to the Western' Allies, who have 
■ always- bs.en fr loudly towards the Latvian people. . ’ * 

r A®, regards the activity ; of the. Inspector 4^efol , 
•Amop'. the 2nd half, of ; summer 1944,‘ ha has had, : as soon as liiS ' 
dermoa retreat from 1 i tvln began, very iittlo to do with hid 









f*V. '■taAs . ftrora'that. moment when the whole olvil 
administrative organisation in Latvia broke! down, his aotivltv 
,acat i?art t0 th0 civilian soot or and muA- 
~^2* 0 ? Q I , ? e > tooJc ov«r, "on hlS 'own aocount, .. 

lal^ian oivll population, of the unhhpmr 
fcersone, frustrated their' enlistm^t^ 

^ arrangocientssof Germans not- only in 
^ Germany e.g. the ccmaulaory< enrolment of 



Wtt8 td perfofnrnow were0o>. 
aanlfp^d .t hat. l t_would be top pyolln to enumerate' ail of them 
Ike liberation of Latvians 'detained in :, 

^ r -‘5®* ^' I^tyia and Germany -was regarded by the 
Gehersl eje his main task, By this enoxgotio 

™y??Effig*-’ye»y,:matty Latvians were saved from death nh'd 
jjfiwtttRati on . camps - • ••.• ; •* . # - i 

'~ : ' V ' ^ of r the ; IiAtyian '•■•' 

• • World War In *aoti ona o£ fcLnst tliovSoyi et 
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